6                   HE NET D.  THOREAU.
a number of years after Father's decease, and in one of his letters he speaks of the death of grandmother, Marie Le Gallais, as taken place so near the time intelligence reach'd them of Father's death, in 1801, it was not communicated to her. Father removed to Concord in 1800, and died there, of consumption. I do not know at what time he emigrated to this country, but have been told he was shipwreck'd on the passage, and suffered much. I think he must have left a large family circle, as Uncle Peter in his letters refers to aunts and cousins, two of which, aunts Le Cap-pelain and Pinkney, resided in London, and a cousin, John Thoreau, was an officer in the British army.
" Soon after Father's arrival in Boston, probably, he open'd a store on Long Wharf, as documents addressed to ' John Thoreau, merchant/ appear  to  signify,  and  one   subsequently  purchased fi on King Street, afterward called State Street.'    And now I will remark in passing that Henry's father was bred to the mercantile line, and continued in it till failure in business ; when he resorted to pencil-making, and succeeded so well as to obtain the first medal at the Salem Mechanics' Fair.    I think Henry could hardly compete with his  father in  pencil-making, any more than he, with his peculiar genius and habits, would have beeu willing to spend much time